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To all Residents, 
 
As you have already read in the December issue of the Gazette, I will be acting president for 
2025. This will allow Gene Goodwin to focus his time and energy on the water tank refurbishing 
project. I am thankful and we should all be thankful for his volunteering for this very important 
and costly project. 
 
I would like to take this time to remind everyone that we have a management company. NextGen  
(888-356-3984) is your first contact for any issue. (ken@NextGenPropertyManagement.com).  
Ken Foley and his team have the knowledge and experience to handle almost any problem. We 
(the Board) oversee NextGen and manage our own finances. Please do not contact me unless it 
begins with  
“I have contacted the management company but…..” 
 
As of this writing we have experienced very little snow, but this is New England, and we can 
anticipate our fair share. We apologize for the amount of sand and salt that is being spread and 
have spoken to the landscaper. Keep in mind that safety comes first, and we need to sand and 
salt.  
 
Thank you to the Christmas Tree Committee for the successful festivities and the wonderful 
decorations around the entire property.  
 
I anticipate another successful year of accomplishments and with the continued help of our 
volunteers we will stay within our budget. 
 
PS:  Remember that for 2025 we begin a new condo fee of $333. 
 
I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year 
 
Richard Michaud  
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Dear Homeowners,  

 
I hope your holiday season is going well. I looked back at some notes from 
previous years and in 2023 at this time, we were still waiting for our first storm in 
the region. We already have one behind us now and thankfully there were no 
incidents. The first one usually has some wrinkles to iron out. The plow service 
was reminded to keep the “early driveway plow list” in the truck and to spread salt 
evenly in the walkway and step areas (no clumps allowed). The added bonus was 
not getting a property damage call on the first storm. The Board met in December 
and is already planning 2025. Your Board Officers are: Faith Huntington, President 
Elect for a year, Richard Michaud, President, Gene Goodwin, Secretary, Reni 
Harnden, Treasurer. Work discussed for 2025 and into 2026 will be catch basin 
repairs, water tank inspection (2025) and road crack filling (2026). In the slower 
winter months, it is always a good idea to check with your insurance companies to 
be sure you have appropriate coverage for your contents. I hope the snowbirds 
enjoy their time down South and to all local a safe and happy holiday season.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ken Foley, 
NextGen 
_________________________________________________________________ 

JUST A THOUGHT 
 

Would any Hadleigh Woods resident be interested in contributing the following? 
1. We have a wonderful library in our Cottage and getting fervent use. If a resident 

would like to share a review about a book they read, it could be called “The Book 
Review”. 

2. A helpful hint sections 
3. Submit a favorite recipe 
4. OR other possible suggestions?????? 

 
Contributions or suggestions can be sent to patstenbeck@gmail.com for the next newsletter  
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FIND the WORDS 
 

Inauguration – Martin – Luther – King – Perihelion – Rose – Parade - Janus 

World – Peace – Day – Twelfth – Night – Wassail – Wolf – Moon  

 
R P O J T E N R C O C R G 
M W E A U E R N T P O I C 
O N G A H J J K W S A H P 
T L I A S S A W E K I N G 
N I G G E E N C L Y A V A 
E O E H H L U O F R R Y I 
P I I D K T S L T S A R S 
P R L T M R N I H D L G H 
E E E L A R G W E A I R M 
E D R H R R H O O N N E O 
P A C C T I U G N R G E O 
R R Y U I U I G I H L N N 
G A S F N T L T U E P D L 
M P E R I H E L I A L U F 
U P E R I H E L I O N S L 
S D R E I D E L O S C I O 
F D A E W T A M D S S I W 
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Downy Woodpeckers 
Downy Woodpeckers give a checkered black and white impression. The 
black upper parts are checked with white on the wings, the head is boldly 
striped, and the back has a broad white stripe down the center. Males 
have a small red patch on the back of the head. 
 
Measurements: 
Length:  5.5 – 6.7 inches 
Weight:  0.7 – 1.0 ounces 
Wingspan:  9.8 – 11.8 inches 
 
Behavior: 
An active woodpecker that moves quickly over tree limbs and trunks or 
drop into tall weeds to feed on galls (abnormal growths that occur on 

leaves, twigs, roots, or flowers of many plants), leaning against its stiffened tail feathers for support. Their 
rising and falling flight style is distinctive of many woodpeckers. Their alternating quick wing beats with 
folding the wings against the body. They move horizontally and downwards on trees. In Spring and 
Summer, they make lots of noise, both with their shrill whinnying call and by drumming on trees. In 
Spring, you may see courtship displays in which males and females fly between trees with slow, fluttering 
wingbeats that look almost butterfly-like. 
 
Habitat: 
They are found in open woodlands, particularly among deciduous trees. They can also be found in 
orchards, city parks, backyards and vacant lots. 
 
Food: 
They eat mainly insects, including beetle larvae that live inside wood or bark as well as ants and 
caterpillars. About a quarter of the diet consists of plant material, particularly berries, acorns and grains. 
Downy Woodpeckers are common feeder birds, eating suet, black oil sunflower seeds and occasionally 
drinking from hummingbird feeders. 
 
Nesting: 
Downy Woodpeckers nest in dead trees or in dead parts of live trees. Nest trees are often deciduous, and 
the wood is often infected with a fungus that softens the wood, making excavating easier. Both male and 
female excavate the nest hole, a job that takes 1 – 3 weeks. Entrance holes are round and 1 – 1.5 inches 
across. Cavities are 6 – 12 inches deep and widen toward the bottom to make room for eggs and the 
incubating bird. The cavity is lined only with wood chips. 
 
Clutch size:  3 – 8 eggs 
Number of Broods:  1 
Incubation Period:  12 days 
Nestling Period:  18 – 21 days 
Egg Description:  Completely white 
Condition at hatching:  Naked, pink skin, a sharp egg tooth at the tip of the bill; eyes closed.  
 
Elaine G 
 
All About Birds – Cornell Lab. 
Peterson Field Guide, Birds and Blooms Magazine 
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December 2024 
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 
We, the Christmas Tree Committee, wish to express our gratitude for another successful tree 
decorating event. It would not be possible without the help of so many volunteers. 
 
It takes a lot of committed and generous people to make this annual event possible. 
 
We especially enjoyed a wonderful Christmas concert, thanks to Carol Yetto and chorus. 
 

A big thank you to our wonderful neighbors who attended and helped decorate the tree. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year. 
  
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For the past 7 years, I have been asking members of the Hadleigh Woods community to recycle the Christmas cards  
they have received from family & friends. 
 
I make gift tags for the families being supported by the Amesbury Holiday Program. This year, 240 children from 
107 families had more presents to open this year because of this program. Each family received a package of 25 
handmade gift tags. 
 
Please ask family and friends to recycle their Christmas cards. 
 
A bin is located on my front porch (5 Hadleigh Road) for you to place any Christmas cards you want to recycle.  
It will be there until mid-January. 
 
Thank you and Happy New Year🥳. 
 
Claudette Novak 
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